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wmes B. Donovan, getting’
rst good rest in - three

o5 at a cottege in Lake Plac~

i 2. Y., today commented on
ne Government's role in the
sse of the 1,113 Cuban in-
on prisoners by Fidel Cas-

.5 reports crediting -the
.ited States Government and
Attorney General Robert Ken-
nedy . with masterminding the
Cuban deal were “absurd.”

“I have enormous respect for

tne  Attorney General,” Mr.
.anovan said in a telephone
.erview, “but it is absohitely
=~ ungualifiedly so that the
y and ncgotiations were
rusted to e ]

Donovan is spending
tmas woek with his wife
Wi four children and catch-
2o, up on g rest after three
copless weys  in. the  final
of the exchange talks in
na. “I fecl,” he told this
PR ter, “like an Adirondack
sear hibernating.”

sealt WWith Drug Firms

» was asied to comment on
-ole of vhie Government, and
vicularly Robert Kennedy,
he prisoner exchange.

“We did have the co-opera-
tion of the authorities,” Mr.
Donovan  replied, “we  could
never have succeeded without
this,

“But it was not the Govern-
‘ment or the Attorney General
‘who was responsible for deal-
'ing with the drug companies
who supplied what Castro
wanted in exchange for the
prisoners. I was pmely respon-
sible for this.

“The only role the Aftorney
General played was to assure
the drug companies that it
would not be in violation of

with the American Red Cross
and the Cuban Families Com-
mittee and that the donations
would be tax deductible.”

Mr. Donovan said, “I physi-
cally "contacted the' heads of
two of the largest drug compa-~
nies. They happen to be old
friends of mine. The original
plan back in August was that
hey would handle the entive
aing, and they could’ have
sone it until the Jcioner o
ua,me up.

“Everything was veacs 10r
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for the bu)ky foods the Cubans:
originally wanted.”

Mr. Donovan said that after!

the crisis ended two members
of the Families Committee (Al-
varo Sanchez, jr., and Mrs,
Berta' Barreto de los Heros)
went to the Isle of Pines and in-
spected the prisoners confined
there. They returned with bad
1epmts of the Cuban prison-
‘ers’ phyéical cohdition, and Mr.
Donovan said it then became a
gzoal to get the pr 1vonels out by
Christmas,

“That was three weeks ago,”
the New York attorney said,
“and there wasn't {ime for just
two companics to do the job.
There were a thousand and
one details to iron olt. So I
came to Washington and went
to the Phazvmaceut_,lcal Manu-
facturcrs ® Association, repre-
senting more than- 200 drug
companies. I explained the sit-
uation to them,

Troubled by Bﬁl 'sitis

““They ‘agreed to co- opo1ate
but required assuxanccs, un-
derstandably, that =~ the ex-
change would be legal as well
as in the national-intercst. The
Attorndy -General "did sce two
represeritatives of the compa-
niecs and: did give-them the as-
surances : they wanted.. Mr,
Kennedy -also reassured them
they would not be-violaling the
Logan Act, which prohibits un-
authorized discussions - with

;- forelgn governments and . as-;
‘sured-- them . the
swould be tax deducbiole "

-donations

. ho also _nego-

\:;E(;&e two corap:ﬁ.mesﬁfo gcéx;éaé: 2 t@eééf lawye PlﬁﬁRﬁBB

BN

F B

vealed some of the dirfficulties
he encountered during the pro-
tracted negotiations leading wo
the dramatic release of the
prisoners.

. He said he had bcen In great
pam from bursitis of the shoul-
der during the October phase of
the negotiations in Cuba.

" “Therd weére no oral pain
Killers in Cuba, at that. time”
he recalled. “I was getting ire-
jections every four hours for
2% days from a Cuban lorse
trainer over there. with some-
thing they wuse on animals.
When I got back to Miami, I
was running a 102-degree tem-
perature and had an infecéion
in my hip the slze of a base-
ball. The doctor ordered me
jinto ‘a hospital for a week when

I got home.”
i

Secrecy Vital

He said he was sorry it was:
necessary to work In an at-
mosphere of secrecy’ in ‘the ne-
gotiations wiflhh Mr. Castro put
that he considered this most
important to ‘the success of the,
mission.

“I didn't even tell 'the Cuban
Families Committee some of
‘what was going on in Havana
and they didn’t want to know,”;
he said, “If they didn't knmv
they couldn't tell their families
and friends something that:
might- have imperiled the re-f
lease. When ‘it was nececssary:
for me'to talk from Havana to:
my ‘people in Mian{, T "used:
only coded messages.”

Mr. Donovan sa.id he also!
wanted to clear up anothel mis-
apmehensmn about the last
stages of the exchange

“Castro did not demand that‘
he be permitted. to send tlucP
inspectors to look.at the cargo
of the .African Pilot,” he de-
clared, “I . suggested .1t to
strengthen my. hand. I.felt if
they could sce .for thcmselvcs
that the stuff was being’ as-
sembled  and, loaded, my
chances of getting the boys out:
of Cuba would 'be enhanced.”

His job is not over yet, M.
Donovan sajd., There still re-
mains, the matter of the 23
Americans in Cuban jails for
rwhose freedom he s negotiat-
ing.

-The State Depaxbrmnt saxd.
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